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McKinney Climate Fellows Program 
2023 McKinney Climate Fellow – Creation Care Partners 

Who We Are 

Creation Care Partners (CCP) enlists the moral leadership and communal power of evangelical 
churches in Indiana to catalyze deep energy conservation, the installation of solar panels and 
commitment to stewardship of the earth. Vis a vis climate action, evangelical Christians are a 
key demographic in Indiana, comprising 42% of Hoosiers of faith – nearly twice the portion of 
any other faith group - and tending towards conservative. By transcending politics, CCP aims to 
shift attitudes about climate action among evangelical Hoosiers who do not yet recognize or act 
on the connection between their faith and stewardship of God’s creation.  

CCP is currently awarding grants to 17 to 24 geographically and denominationally diverse 
evangelical Christian churches in Indiana that have the stature to serve as models regionally and 
for their denominations. In addition to providing funds for solar panels and/or energy 
conservation, CCP supports each church to: 

- reduce energy use in its house of worship and households by 25%, 

- host and promote an energy conservation workshop for other evangelical churches, and  

- publicize its actions.  

CCP works individually with each church and provides each with: a complete set of user-friendly 
household energy conservation resources, comprehensive technical support to reduce energy 
use in its house of worship by 25%, monitoring of progress through degree-day adjusted 
quarterly reports on its energy use, promotional materials and facilitation of the energy 
conservation workshop it hosts, professional assistance with media outreach, and opportunities 
to discuss the inherent challenge of this work with peers. 

Getting the word out about how evangelical churches are leading on creation care is crucial to 
shifting attitudes. To that end, CCP’s work has been featured in Christianity Today, the largest 
evangelical publication in the U.S., and by a variety of Indiana news outlets. In 2020, the 
Environmental Resilience Institute recognized CCP’s board chair and executive director as 
Hoosier Resilience Heroes.  

Position Summary 

The McKinney Climate Fellow will help CCP with its biggest challenge – identifying and 
engaging evangelical churches and individuals in Indiana who are likely partners in CCP’s work. 
The Fellow’s primary goal will be to help identify and engage up to ten more partner churches 
and to support them to lay the groundwork for the CCP grant’s ambitious conservation and 
outreach targets. In addition, the Fellow will undertake a number of outreach and media projects 
to develop CCP’s evangelical network and social media presence. 

The McKinney Climate Fellow will work directly with CCP’s executive director as well as 

independently. Projects and duties will include: 

o Through web research, outreach to individuals and other creative outreach, identify diverse 
evangelical churches that have the stature to serve as models of climate action in their regions 
and faith traditions,  
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o Identify and reach out to individual evangelical Christians who are concerned about climate 
change and enlist their support with outreach and CCP’s work. 

o Develop and implement a social media strategy that attracts these churches and individual 
evangelical Christians to CCP’s work and that, more generally, raises awareness that evangelical 
Christians in Indiana actively embrace care for creation, energy conservation and clean energy.  

o Develop a three to five-minute video on evangelical Christian churches and individuals engaged 
in creation care in Indiana, develop a brochure on the Energizing Creation Care grant program, 
and develop specific recommendations for upgrading the website.  

o As time permits, strengthen CCP’s existing programmatic resources that equip churches to 
conserve energy and introduce their members to creation care theology. This may include 
finalizing the youth intergenerational creation care and service curriculum. 

o Using CCP’s tracking program, assist in tracking degree-day adjusted energy use in grantees 
and providing grantees with quarterly reports. 

o Attend a weeklong training in May 2023 

o Attend weekly (virtual) “Lunch and Learns”, Wednesdays from 12:00pm-1:30pm 

o Submit weekly Canvas reports over the course of the fellowship 

Qualifications 

● Demonstrated resourcefulness and creativity that can be applied to statewide outreach 
● First-hand knowledge of beliefs, language, and culture of evangelical churches 
● Coursework and/or demonstrated skills in publicity, communications, and social media 
● Excellent interpersonal skills 
● Self-motivated, detail-oriented and able to juggle multiple tasks 
● Student must be knowledgeable, and/or have experience or coursework in data tracking of 

measurable outcomes on projects. 

● Equity mindset/lens and other critical indicators related to DEI in climate work are preferred. 

This position is best-suited to a student who is excited by CCP’s mission and who is interested in not-for-
profit strategy, outreach and management. The Fellow will be supervised by CCP’s executive director 
who has consulted to numerous large foundations and not-for-profits on strategic direction and who co-
founded and grew several statewide environmental organizations. The Fellow can be involved in all 
aspects of CCP’s operations, from outreach and PR to tracking energy use data, grant reporting and 
financial management. 

Compensation 

Compensation will be in the form of a scholarship through the Environmental Resilience Institute. The 
Fellow will work full time for 12 weeks between late May and mid-August.  

Feedback and Evaluation  

The Fellow will be given regular feedback from staff on progress and performance. Success in the 
fellowship will be determined by the completion of specified projects in a professional and timely manner. 
The Fellow should learn how this organization identifies its sustainability priorities, effective principles of 
communication, and how to develop and maintain professional relationships. 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
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The McKinney Climate Fellows Program supports the continual advancement and development of 
diverse, inclusive and equitable spaces. Indiana climate change solutions should be equitable in 
implementation, and projects with equity considerations are encouraged to reduce climate change 
impacts on marginalized communities in the state. 

Application Instructions 

To apply for this position, complete an application on the Environmental Resilience Institute’s website. If 
you have questions about the program or any of the positions available, email Danni Schaust, Resilience 
Implementation Manager, at dschaust@iu.edu, or the MCF Project and Outreach Coordinator. 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis (first come, first serve) until Friday, January 13, 2023. 
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